
NTAA TEMPLATE LETTER FROM TRIBAL LEADER TO EPA
NOTE – NTAA recommends that you begin your Tribe’s comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory’s position with the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for the EPA.
NTAA is publishing this template letter as a part of the CEQ’s Draft National Environmental Policy Act Guidance on Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions PRK. NTAA is still working on final comments to the EPA. If you would like to see NTAA’s most updated comments, please contact Andy.Bessler@nau.edu or Jaime.Yazzie@nau.edu for more information. 
The comment period will close on August 26, 2019. 
Comments should be submitted to the federal docket, please visit https://www.regulations.gov/ and indicate docket ID: CEQ-2019-0002
August 26, 2019
Mary B. Neumayr
Council on Environmental Quality
730 Jackson Place NW
Washington, DC 20503
Attn: Docket No. CEQ-2019-0002
Dear Honorable Chairman Mary B. Neumayr:
The [INSERT TRIBAL NAME is pleased to submit these comments on White House Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) “Draft National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Guidance on Consideration of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions” (Draft Guidance).
[INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR TRIBE HERE AND INCLUDE ANY HISTORY YOU HAVE HAD WITH THE NEPA PROCESS, CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS, ETC.]
The [INSERT TRIBAL NAME] has several concerns regarding the new Draft Guidance.
 The [INSERT TRIBAL NAME] supported CEQ’s 2016 “Final Guidance for Federal Departments and Agencies on Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and the Effects of Climate Change in National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) Reviews” (2016 Guidance).
 The [INSERT TRIBAL NAME] considers the 2016 Guidance to be complete and effective in providing leadership to federal agencies on how to address climate change in their NEPA review process. The National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) has a history of working on climate change issues and communicating the concerns of Tribes to the EPA. In 2009, the NTAA developed a report on the impacts of climate change in Indian Country after a request by then-Office of Air and Radiation Assistant Administrator, Gina McCarthy.
 
The adverse effects of climate change are keenly and uniquely felt by Tribes and Alaskan Native Villages. Like the rest of the nation, Tribes are seeing the effects of the climate crisis through increased storm surges, erosion, flooding, prolonged droughts, wildfires, and insect pest outbreaks in their forests. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5° Celsius finds that drastic transformational actions across all economic sectors and levels, including energy, food production, behavior, and technologies, are required to limit global warming by 2030. 

Tribal peoples are more deeply affected than most American citizens, as their cultures are rooted in the natural environment and closely integrated into the ecosystem. According to the U.S. Fourth National Climate Assessment (NCA4) report, climate change has already started to alter and damage the U.S. economy, environment, and human health. Chapter 12 of the NCA4 concludes: “Climate change increasingly threatens Indigenous communities’ livelihoods, economies, health, and cultural identities by disrupting interconnected social, physical, and ecological systems.”
 Tribal citizens hunt and fish, use native flora and fauna for medicinal and spiritual purposes, and associate their identities and histories closely with the land and water under their care. In addition, many Tribal communities are heavily dependent on fish, wildlife, and native plants for sustenance. Therefore, the climate crisis will cut more deeply into the Tribal lifeways and standard of living than other sectors of society. The extent and magnitude of these changes depend on the amount of GHG emissions released into the atmosphere today and in the future, and thus [INSERT TRIBAL NAME] believes it is essential to maintain/reinstate the 2016 Guidance to provide federal agencies an effective reference in addressing GHG emissions in the NEPA review process.
While the new Draft Guidance acknowledges that GHG emissions have environmental impacts and that these direct and indirect emissions should be quantified, we are concerned that the Draft Guidance limits the scope of the required analysis. We are also concerned that the Draft Guidance does not require agencies to disclose the monetized social costs of GHG impacts and that without doing so, the agencies cannot conduct a fair assessment of the costs and benefits of a proposed major Federal action. The Draft Guidance does not set forth tools agencies can use in calculating both direct and indirect emissions from a project nor does it require consideration of alternatives or potential mitigation measures to reduce GHG emissions. The 2016 Guidance provided GHG quantification tools including GHG accounting tools, USDA’s COMET-FARM Tool, and Climate Change Resource Center’s Carbon On Line Estimator (COLE). These concerns on the Draft Guidance, along with the streamlining revisions to the U.S. Forest Service proposed NEPA regulations
 and the Department of Interior NEPA Reviews
, could undermine the ability of multiple agencies to provide well-informed decisions to protect communities and their environments by limiting the scope and timeline of environmental analysis, particularly on air quality and climate issues.  
For these reasons stated above, we oppose the finalization of the Draft Guidance and urge the CEQ to uphold the 2016 Guidance. The [INSERT TRIBAL NAME] appreciates this opportunity to comment. If you have any questions or require clarification from the [INSERT TRIBAL NAME], please do not hesitate to contact [NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION].
Signed, 
[INSERT NAME AND SIGNATURE OF TRIBAL LEADERSHIP HERE],
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