EPA’s Proposed Revision of the Particulate
Matter National Ambient Air Quality Standards

Overview

The Clean Air Act requires EPA to set ambient air
concentration standards for air pollutants, ozone,
particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, lead, nitrogen
dioxide and carbon monoxide, to protect public
health and the environment. EPA is required to
revise these standards every 5 years. There are
primary standards that protect public health,
with an ample margin of safety to protect sensitive
populations. It also sets secondary standards
to protect public welfare and the environment.

In this action, EPA proposed the following:

« Revise the primary annual PM standard
Administrator’s proposed decisions
to revise the primary annual PM2.5
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standard by lowering the level from epa-rule-particulate-matter-air-pollution/

12.0 pg/m* to within the range of 9.0
to 10.0 pg/m?®, but take comments on
lowering the standard to 8.0 ug/m?.

» The review of the scientific information
reflects health effects at levels as low as
6.0 pg/m’. Particularly for low-income
minority populations and people with

pre-existing health conditions.

« Retain the existing 24 hour primary standard,
but is taking comment on lowering the level of

the standard from 35 pg/m? to 25 pg/m’.

Retain all other primary and secondary
standards.

Changes appropriate to the Air Quality Index to
support changes in the standards.

Changes to the monitoring requirements to
allow for monitoring low-income minority
populations and work with those communities
in developing monitoring locations.

Where can I find more information?

 EPA will take written comments at https://
www.regulations.gov/document/EPA-HQ-
OAR-2015-0072 until March 28, 2023

« To read the proposed rule, additional fact
sheets, and other technical materials, visit:
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/national-
ambient-air-quality-standards-naags-pm

« To access NTAAs Policy Resource Kit to help
you and/or your Tribe submit comments,
visit www.ntaatribalair.org

What is the Air Quality Index (AQI)? https://www.iqair.com/newsroom/what-is-aqi
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