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National Tribal Air Association
Fact Sheet

EPA Reconsideration of 2009 Endangerment Finding and Greenhouse Gas Vehicle Standards: Docket Number EPA-HQ-OAR 2025-0194
The comment deadline is September 22, 2025. Your comment letter can be submitted electronically to the Federal Rulemaking Portal. https://www.regulations.gov/ OR email to a-r-Docket@epa.gov. 
A virtual Public Hearing on the proposed actions will be held on August 19, 20 and 21 (as needed.) Both attendees and presenters at the hearing must register by August 12, 2025. Registration is via EPA-MobileSource-Hearings@epa.gov. Note that comments at the hearing will be limited to three minutes.  
Tribes are invited to consult with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) about this proposed rule pursuant to EPA Policy for the Implementation of Environmental Programs on Indian Reservations as reaffirmed on July 17, 2025. Requests for consultation must be submitted by August 29, 2025, by contacting guerra.christina@epa.gov or burch.julia@epa.gov.

Background
On January 29, 2025, President Trump issued Executive Order 14154 commonly titled “Unleashing America’s Energy”. In general, this order directed EPA and other agencies to repeal, relax and postpone regulations on the fossil fuel industries including fossil-fuel reliant companies such as electricity generators and motor vehicle manufacturers. EPA began implementing this order through numerous initiatives under Administrator Zeldin’s proclamation titled Power the Great America Comeback. In general, actions pursuant to this initiative seek to value highly the economics of fossil fuel producers and users and to discount or ignore broader impacts on public health and the environment.

The Clean Air Act (CAA) has been a significant law to limit emissions of a wide range of air pollutants including greenhouse gases (GHGs). EPA is aggressively seeking to repeal, relax, postpone or abandon CAA regulations promulgated by previous Administrators. One foundational EPA determination related to GHGs was the 2009 “Endangerment Finding” pursuant to CAA Section 202(a). This “finding” concludes that GHGs and resulting climate impacts present a threat to public health and welfare. The proposed current “reconsideration” of the Endangerment Finding (EF), if finalized, would void the 2009 EF. If finalized, the proposed action would also repeal “all greenhouse gas (GHG) emission standards for light-duty, medium duty, and heavy-duty vehicles and engines”. 

What Changes is EPA Proposing to Make?

The Reconsideration of 2009 Endangerment Finding and Greenhouse Gas Vehicle Standards (Proposed Rule) would specifically “…repeal all greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions standards for light-duty, medium-duty, and heavy-duty vehicles and engines to effectuate the best reading of the Clean Air Act (CAA) section 202(a).” More broadly the Proposed Rule would “…rescind EPA’s prior 2009 findings that GHG emissions from new motor vehicles and engines contribute to air pollution which may endanger public health or welfare.”

EPA presents three bases for this Proposed Rule:

Legal: Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act does not authorize EPA to prescribe emissions standards to address global climate change concerns:

Science: Citing a concurrently released report by the U.S. Department of Energy - A Critical Review of Impacts of Greenhouse Gas Emissions on the U.S. Climate, July 29, 2025, EPA concluded that “…developments cast significant doubt on the reliability of the findings” that GHGs present a threat to public health and welfare.

Technology: EPA concludes “…that no requisite technology for vehicle engine emission control can address the global climate change concerns identified in the findings without risking greater harms to public health and welfare.”

The Proposed Rule and the underlying rationale advanced by EPA are being challenged for multiple reasons by many diverse interests including the National Tribal Air Association (NTAA). At least two far–reaching policies of the current administration are evident in this proposed action. The first is the administration’s aim to call into question well-established science on the risks of global climate change. This topic is addressed by the NTAA in a companion letter to the Department of Energy (DOE) on the related report issued by DOE on July 31, 2025.  The second is that U.S economic interests should be valued over concerns about public health, the environment, and the well-being of those impacted by a changing climate. In short, legal, scientific and technology arguments advanced by EPA in support of the Proposed Rule (including the companion report by DOE) have been crafted to support predetermined governmental policies.

How might the Proposed Rule affect my Tribe?

“Perhaps no other community will or has experienced the adverse impacts of climate change more than the nation’s Indian Tribes. Rising sea levels, coastal flooding and erosion, melting sea ice, loss of traditional hunting and fishing resources, extended drought, and unpredictable farming conditions threaten every aspect of indigenous cultures.” (NTAA Air Topics: Climate Change.)

The Proposed Rule will impact Tribes in many ways. Some examples include overwhelming evidence that GHG emissions are affecting Tribal communities and will continue to do so in the form of increasing temperatures, extreme weather events, sea-level rise, diminished food supplies, and degraded natural systems. The Proposed Rule will rescind limits on these emissions.  
· The proposed repeal of vehicle emissions standards will result in continued unhealthful air quality from ozone and particulate matter, including multiple hazardous air pollutants.
· Economic losses from GHG emissions for many Tribes from impacts such as coastal flooding and erosion, loss of traditional hunting and fishing resources, extended drought, and unpredictable farming are far greater than the regulatory costs of controlling these emissions.
· Repeal of the Endangerment Finding also would remove EPA’s authority to address GHGs from stationary sources such as power plants, cement kilns, oil and gas production, and landfills.
· Renewable energy resources on Tribal lands will be devalued in favor of fossil fuel promotion.
National Tribal Air Association
The National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) has a lengthy and effective history of supporting air quality management policies and programs, consistent with the needs, interests and unique legal status, of American Indian Tribes and Alaska Villages. This history includes extensive advocacy for protecting air quality and the insidious impacts of greenhouse gas emissions. Many reports, educational materials, and policy recommendations relating to the Proposed Rule can be found at www.ntaatribalair.org. Relevant resource materials regarding Tribes and climate change can be found at The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals Tribal Climate Program: https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/tcc/.
The NTAA opposes EPA’s Proposed Rule: Reconsideration of 2009 Endangerment Finding and Greenhouse Gas Vehicle Standards. Concurrently a letter will be sent to the Secretary of the Department of Energy (DOE) regarding, and challenging, A Critical Review of Impacts of Greenhouse Gas Emissions on the U.S. Climate.  This letter recommends, in part, that DOE perform a comprehensive review and revision to that report to evaluate the particular impacts from GHG emissions on Native Nations and Tribal communities.    
How to Comment on the Rule:
Comments are accepted via https://www.regulations.gov/ or by email: a-and-r-docket@epa.gov, Attn. Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR- EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0194
Comments are due on September 22, 2025.
Comments of up to three minutes also may be expressed at a virtual public hearing to be held on August 19, 20 and 21.
Pursuant to EPA’s recently affirmed Indian Policy regarding government – to – government relations, Tribes may request consultation on this proposed rule by contacting Christina Guerra (guerra.christina@epa.gov) or Julia Burch (burch.julia@epa.gov). Requests for consultation on this proposal must be submitted by August 29, 2025. 

To Learn More

Any questions can be directed to the NTAA Program Manager, Miranda O’Neill, at miranda.oneill@nau.edu.
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