[image: A blue circle with a bird in it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
National Tribal Air Association
Fact Sheet
Proposed Rule: Repeal of Amendments to National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal-and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units 
Docket Number EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794
The comment deadline is August 11, 2025, Your comment letter can be submitted electronically to the Federal Rulemaking Portal. https://www.regulations.gov/ OR email to a-r-Docket@epa.gov.

Background

On June 11, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed to repeal certain amendments to the so-called MATS Rule that limits hazardous air pollutant emissions from large Electric Generating Units (EGUs) burning coal or oil. Emissions of mercury and other hazardous air pollutants.\These EGUs have been regulated for since 2012 under to Clean Air Act 112. This rule along with amendments, has led to major reductions in emissions from EGUs of mercury, multiple other toxic metals, and acid gases including hydrogen chloride and hydrogen fluoride. Further reductions in emissions from EGUs are required by EPA’s most recent amendments of May 7, 2024. 

A “Presidential Proclamation” on April 8, 2025 announced Regulatory Relief for Certain Stationary Sources to Promote American Energy. More specifically, the current proposal would repeal certain provisions of the most recent requirements for EGUs as promulgated by EPA in 2024. EPA estimates that this proposed repeal would save up to $1 billion in regulatory costs over a decade. However, the Agency failed to review the cost to public health and the environment by not calculating the impact of the increased emissions of mercury, lead, arsenic, chromium, nickel and cadmium. 

What Changes is EPA Proposing to Make?

EPA is proposing to repeal four specific provisions of the current Clean Air Act Section 112 regulations for coal-fired and oil-fired EGUs. Additionally, EPA is seeking comments on other related aspects of the rule and rule making process.

· This repeal allows sources to emit more filterable particulate matter (fPM), by reducing the emission standard for coal-fired EGUs from 0.010 pounds per million BTUs to 0.030 pounds per million BTUs.
· The repeal will allow the coal-fired EGUs avoid installing and operating continuous emissions measurements (CEMs) to demonstrate compliance. 
· The current mercury emissions standard for lignite-fired EGUs would be relaxed from 1.2 pounds per trillion BTUs to 4.0 pounds per trillion BTUs.
· The previous (2020) “low-emitting EGU” program would be reinstated allowing unit operators to reduce the frequency of stack testing if emissions are less than 50% of the emission limit for hazardous air pollutants other than mercury.

EPA is seeking comments on:

· “cost-effective and achievable options that could replace the existing 2024 standards”, and
· “whether the Agency, when conducting a technology review under Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 112(d)(6), should consider if meaningful risk reduction would be obtained from revised HAP emission standards resulting from that technology review.”  
    
How does this affect my Tribe?

The proposed relaxation of regulations to reduce emissions of mercury and other hazardous and toxic air pollutants from Electric Generating Units is a threat to the health, environment and lifeways of many Native communities throughout North America. The NTAA has consistently supported the application of available control technologies for minimizing emissions of these contaminants from existing coal- and oil-fired power plants – among the largest sources of these pollutants. Cost-effective technological developments and growth of renewable energy industries have resulted in significantly reduced emissions of mercury and toxic metals from fossil fuel combustion. The current regulations pursuant to Section 112 of the Clean Air Act are necessary to continue emissions reductions. The proposed repeal of these regulations ignores the continuing impacts of airborne mercury and multiple toxic metals.  

How to Comment on the Rule:
Comments are accepted via https://www.regulations.gov/ or by email: a-and-r-docket@epa.gov, Attn. Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR- EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794
 Comments are due on August 11, 2025.
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