
NTAA Template Letter for Tribes on the U. S. EPA’s Proposed Repeal of Mercury and Air Toxics Regulations (MATS) for fossil fuel - fired power plants.

NOTE: The NTAA recommends that you begin your Tribe’s comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory’s position with the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for the EPA.  For Tribes in the Upper Midwest with close proximity to lignite – burning EGUs, this proposed action is particularly noteworthy and dangerous. Be sure to replace all the highlighted text.

The comment deadline is August 11, 2025.  Your comment letter can be submitted electronically to the Federal Rulemaking Portal. https://www.regulations.gov/ OR email to a-r-Docket@epa.gov, Docket No. ID EPA-HQ-OAR--2018-0794


DATE



Honorable Lee M. Zeldin, Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Code 1101A
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460


RE: Proposed Rule - Repeal of Amendments to National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil-Fired Electric Steam Generating Units. Docket number EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794

Dear Administrator Zeldin, 

[bookmark: _Hlk202977883]The [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] submits this letter regarding the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed repeal of the National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil-Fired Electric Generating Units: Docket Number EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794. 

The [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] does not support this proposed repeal of the existing NESHAP rule for control of mercury and other toxins. Airborne mercury continues to threaten our health, ecosystems, and very lifeways. Many of INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] citizens continue to follow traditional lifeways including using traditional food sources such as [fish, foul or other please add what is important for your Tribe]  Coal-fired EGUs continue to be the largest source of mercury contamination in the environment.  Although emissions of these pollutants from coal and oil burning have declined, additional reductions remain essential. The existing regulations, when fully implemented, will continue this progress. 
The repeal of this rule would result in  preventing further reductions in emissions from fossil fuel – burning EGUs.  INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE]  believes the reduction required by the rule are technically feasible with little adverse economic impact on growing demands for electricity. It is both unwise and unnecessary to retreat from current policies and practices that are intended to limit the release of mercury and other hazardous air pollutants to the environment when burning fossil fuels. We urge EPA to not only reconsider the repeal of this important rule but to further investigate and adopt, where feasible, more aggressive regulations to reduce such impacts on our communities. 
EPA’s Fact Sheet regarding the proposed regulatory repeal, and dated June 11, 2025, states, in part, that “At this time, data limitations prevent EPA from assigning monetary value to reductions of HAP such as Hg, lead, arsenic, chromium, nickel, and cadmium.” Failure to quantify the benefits of reduced contamination from coal- and oil-fired EGUs should not be a reason to continue such pollution. More importantly, it is disingenuous for the Agency to say that there are data limitations to calculate the cost of the repeal.  When the Regulatory Impact Analysis for the promulgation of the 2024 rule demonstrated of following monetized benefits 
Present value: The present value of monetized benefits and costs of this action are calculated over the 10-year period from 2028 to 2037. EPA projects $300 million in health benefits, $130 million in climate benefits, and compliance costs of $860 million. 
Annual value: EPA projects the estimated annualized value of benefits to be $33 million in health benefits, $14 million in climate benefits, and compliance costs of $96 million. 
Since these were the benefits of the promulgation of the rule.  The repeal will result in the cost of unforeseen benefits.  We have relied on healthful natural foods to sustain our communities for many generations. These “benefits” to our lives are real. “American Indian Tribes and Alaskan Natives rely on healthful locally harvested food supplies. These include fish, game, and native plants. Nutritious foods are crucial components of ecosystems that have sustained life for thousands of years. Sadly, limits on consumption of mercury contaminated fish, for example, continue to be necessary. As one Tribal official recently noted, “Every time we issue a fish consumption advisory, our members go to McDonalds.” Coal-fired EGUs continue to be the largest source of mercury contamination, driving such unfortunate practices.  
The [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE] looks forward to continuing to work with EPA as co-regulators.  The [INSERT TRIBE’S NAME HERE], however, believes this proposal does not accomplish this goal.  If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact [INSERT NAME AND INFORMATION OF THE APPROPRIATE CONTACT PERSON FOR YOUR TRIBE].

Your Salutation,



[INSERT NAME AND SIGNATURE OF TRIBAL LEADERSHIP HERE OR REPRESENTATIVE INCLUDING TITLES]
 
 
Cc: 	Aaron Szabo, Assistant Administrator Nominee
Peter Tsirigotis, Director, OAQPS
Sarah Dunham, Director of the Office of Transportation and Air Quality, performing delegated duties as the Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation
Abigale Tardif, Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
Elizabeth Shaw, Deputy Assistant Administrator
Alexander Dominguez, Deputy Assistant Administrator for OAR leading Mobile Sources
Rhea Jones, Director, Outreach and Information Division
	Tabitha Langston, National Tribal Caucus Chair
Sharri Venno, R1 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Shavonne Smith, R2 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Dana Adkins, R3 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Jerry Cain, R4 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Brandy Toft, R5 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Sage Mountainflower, R6 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Alisha Bartling, R7 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Jason Walker, R8 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Roman Orona, R9 RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
Raymond Paddock, III, R10 RTOC Co-Chair
Pat Childers, Senior Tribal Program Coordinator, OAR
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