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I’m Janice Archuleta, the Region 8 Representative on the NTAA Executive Committee. Raised in rural Western 
Pennsylvania, I grew up loving the beauty and fury of nature: the delicate violets in spring and the brutal winter storms that 
left deep blankets of snow. As a teen, I waded in Lake Erie, one of the Great Lakes, back when it was proclaimed a ‘Dead 
Lake’. There, with scores of small dead fish bobbing in the waves along with me, it was apparent that no one was looking 
after the environment—so fundamentally precious to us all. 

Hoping to make a difference, I followed my love of the natural world with a college degree in Biology. This pursuit introduced 
me to Radiation Biology where I learned about the physical properties of radiation and radioactive materials and how they 
affect biological systems and the environment. I further obtained a Master’s Degree in 
Health Physics (Radiation Safety). After many positions where I lived in New Mexico, 
Idaho, and Hawaii, and had opportunities at a national lab, universities, hospitals, and 
even cleaning up a nuclear testing site in the Pacific, my family and I returned to my 
husband’s home in Colorado. In 2016, I was hired at the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe in the 
Four Corners Area, as the Air Quality (AQ) Manager. I use my background performing 
radiological air sampling at White Mesa, UT, one of the Tribal communities. White Mesa 
is adjacent to the only conventional uranium mill in the country, which has been 
operational for over 45 years, two generations of the Tribal community.  After many years 
of having CAA 103 grants and monitoring several pollutants at two sites, the AQ 
Program moved to a 105 Grant, and we are in the process of applying for CAA TAS. 

I am so grateful to have become a part of the Tribal AQ family and I look forward to 
contributing even more as a representative for NTAA.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577885037993
http://www.ntaatribalair.org
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/listsrv/frm_NTAA/
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/About/itep_Newsletters#ntaa


FEATURE ARTICLE
Backpedaling on Kigali: The EPA’s Retreat from HFC Phaseout Goals

Written by NTAA Staff

Hydrofluorocarbons, or HFSs, are synthetic chemicals used primarily in refrigeration, and air conditioning. They 
have also been used in firefighting foams, propellants and other uses.  They were developed as an alternative to 
the Chlorofluorocarbons that contributed to the depletion of the ozone layer.  

HFCs have 1000 times more potent global warming potential (GWP) than Carbon Dioxide (CO2).  They are 
relatively short lived with a life span of only 15 years.  However, the increase in demand for refrigeration and air 
conditioning resulted in increased emissions.  

How are HFCs being addressed?
In 2016, recognizing the global warming impacts of HFC the United States lead the international community to 
develop the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protanal. In 2020 Congress passed the American Innovation and 
Manufacturing (AIM) Act of 2020 calling for the phase out of the use of HFCs by 85% by 2036. In 2022 
Congress ratified the Kigali Amendment.  

To implement the AIM Act EPA developed a cap-and-trade program to help industry reduce HFC emissions.  EPA 
also developed the Significant New Alternative Policy (SNAP) to encourage the development of alternatives to 
HFCs, as well as new technologies in leak reductions, recycling and reuse as well as HFC destruction. EPA also 
has a Technology Transfer Program to support industry in implementing HFC reductions.

The Inflation Reduction Act provided grant funding Inflation Reduction Act funding includes $38.5 million to 
carry out implementation of and compliance with the AIM Act. Of this funding, $15 million is for competitive 
grants for reclaim and innovative destruction technologies. On May 28, 2024, EPA announced the selection of 
five applicants for awards under this grant competition. However, many of these grants were blocked by the new 
Administration. 

What are EPA’s current actions on HFC?
On October 3, 2025 EPA proposed to reconsider the requirements finalized in 2024 to reduce emissions from:
•	 Refrigeration: The rule would delay the GWP limits for new retail food and remote condensing units, chang-

ing the start date from 2027 to 2032 and increasing the GWP limit from 150/300 to 1,400.
•	 Cold Storage: The GWP limit for new cold storage warehouses would change from 150/300 to 700, and the 

start date would be delayed from 2026 to 2032.
•	 Air Conditioning and Heat Pumps: The 2026 deadline for installing R-410A equipment manufactured or 

imported before January 1, 2025, has been removed. The proposal also addresses specific issues for variable 
refrigerant flow (VRF) systems.

•	 Industrial Processes and Chillers: The compliance dates for certain industrial process refrigeration equip-
ment, including those for semiconductor manufacturing and certain chillers, would be delayed from 
2026/2028 to 2030.

•	 Intermodal Transport: The rule proposes to exempt equipment designed to operate below - 350C and makes 
other adjustments for intermodal refrigerated transport. 

Because of the high GWP of HFCs this could have significant impacts on global warming. EPA is taking 
comment on this proposal until November 17, 2025.  NTAA will be submitting comments on this proposal and 
the letter will be available on our website. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/03/2025-19438/phasedown-of-hydrofluorocarbons-reconsideration-of-certain-regulatory-requirements-promulgated-under


NTAA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Native American Heritage Month
Native American Heritage Month in 2025 will be celebrated throughout 
November, focusing on the theme of “Storytelling” to highlight the 
experiences and histories of Native and Indigenous communities. Native 
American Heritage Month is observed every November to honor the rich 
cultures, histories, and contributions of Native American and Alaska Native 
peoples.

Memorandum (M-25-36) from the Office of the President
The memorandum could significantly reduce or bypass Tribal consultation requirements in federal rulemaking. It 
directs agencies to treat deregulatory actions as presumptively exempt from Executive Order 13175 on 
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments, arguing that removing regulations generally 
lessens, rather than imposes burdens. As a result, agencies may no longer conduct dedicated Tribal consultations 
when repealing or modifying regulations, even if the changes could affect Tribes/Tribal interestes, environmental 
protections, or program funding. This shift risks diminishing Tribal voices in federal decision-making and could 
weaken the government-to-government relationship that EO 13175 was designed to protect. 

NTAA will be developing a comment on the Memorandum and it will soon be available on our website on the 
Policy Resource Kit page. 

Policy Resource Kits
NTAA drafted comment letters on EPA’s Project Emissions Accounting Recission and the Reconsideration of the 
Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program. NTAA’s Comment Letters can be viewed on the Policy Resource Kit page on 
our website, under “Other NTAA Policy Resources.” 

STAR Case Studies 
We are looking for case studies and photos of Tribal Air Programs to highlight. Please email
Marty.Johnson@nau.edu if you are interested in submitting something for the report.   

PFAS Webinar
Clearing the Air: Understanding the threat of PFAS in Tribal Communities
Wednesday, November 19th 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time
Zoom Link          

Workgroups

	 Wildfire/Woodsmoke Working Group
	 Thursday, November 13th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. MST
	 Zoom Link

	 Alaska Tribal Air Workgroup 
	 Wednesday, December 3rd from 12:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST
	 Zoom Link 

	 EPA Air Policy Call 
	 Thursday, December 4th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST 
	 Zoom Link 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/M-25-36-Streamlining-the-Review-of-Deregulatory-Actions.pdf?cb=1761144575
https://www.ntaatribalair.org/policy-resource-kits/
https://www.ntaatribalair.org/policy-resource-kits/
mailto:Marty.Johnson%40nau.edu?subject=
https://nau.zoom.us/j/89654152145?pwd=u6DYbO32ckMkp7wyt6xUBGaKw3esNg.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/87997944373?pwd=Atebb6VLyhgxBWvO7IzoeIdbBw5Nt4.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/83192406272?pwd=Ipxbr4EL0A2xTusNN6JslUEaAajRbT.1&from=addon
https://nau.zoom.us/j/88229457718?pwd=EH8abvZAoaEUDfRl6uO1fZmfXvuMgb.1&from=addon


ITEP/TAMS UPDATES

New ITEP Tool: The Online Resource Center Access (ORCA)
ITEP is happy to announce that they have developed an online resource library! The Online Resource Center 

AIAQTP & TAMS Office Hours:
Click here to join AIAQTP & TAMS office hours. Each month ITEP, EPA, and Tribes will host a rotating 
schedule of office hours. Please join a lively discussion and ask questions about Grants, Indoor Air Quality, and 
the TAMS Center. Click the link above to see the Office Hours Schedule.

Tribals Air Monitoring Support Center (TAMS)

Oh QAPP Office Hours
TAMS Staff will be live EACH Thursday to discuss issues 
related to QAPPS, QREST and Data Management. 
Every Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST
Link Meeting ID: 865 1626 9184

Host Sites needed for Summer 2026 Air Quality Internships. 
ITEP is seeking intern host sites for the Air Quality Internship (SSI) Program. Tribal environmental offices, 
Applications due November 21st, 2025. Click here to apply. 

The Status of Tribes and Climate Change (STACC)
Report, V2 Webinar Series
Water Justice Chapter
Friday, November 21, 2025
10 -11:30 a.m. MST
Click here to register

Join the Living Waters, Resilient Nations (LWRN) Cohort
The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) 
Tribal Wellbeing for Seven Generations Program invites Tribal 
leaders and Tribal environmental professionals from across 
the Colorado River Basin to apply for the Living Waters, 
Resilient Nations Cohort!
Program Dates: November 2025 - May 2026 
Format: Bi-monthly virtual sessions (Wednesdays, 11 a.m. -12:30 p.m. MST
Apply here

https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/orca/Home
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Training/AIAQTP_TAMS
https://nau.zoom.us/j/86516269184?pwd=wjWyz3pRa1ULUKWRTfbAavyIMjtzQL.1#s
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeLOMu-FQ78GyahzPitHsd1RwAXZJIFGHwg3hIrafoHCR2GA/viewform
https://nau.zoom.us/meeting/register/5r9uxd35QUKrALCyiuFumw#/registration
https://mailchi.mp/674b7b28cd06/living-waters-resilient-nations-cohort-applications-now-open


EPA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tribal Consultation Opportunity
The EPA is initiating consultation with federally recognized Indian Tribes to obtain input on the Agency’s 
proposed National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Hazardous Waste Combustors (also 
know as HWC NESHAP): Residual Risk and Technology Review (RTR). The EPA is proposing revisions to 
standards for two unregulated hazardous air pollutants: hydrogen fluoride (HF) and hydrogen cyanide (HCN). 

If your Tribe has questions about the proposed action or would like to request government-to-government 
consultation with the EPA on this rulemaking, please have your staff contact Grace Onuoma, Tribal 
Consultation Advisor, at Onuoma.Grace@epa.gov or (919) 541-1931, by December 5, 2025.

EPA Tribal Actions and Events Calendar
The calendar includes the following information: 
•	 Upcoming outreach activities (e.g. rulemaking webinars, trainings)
•	 National Tribal Council (NTC) monthly meetings
•	 National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) meetings
•	 Upcoming regulatory dates (e.g. expected rule proposal dates)
•	 Previous Trainings and Webinars			

EPA Tools and Resources Webinar Series
Free webinars typcially held the third Wednesday of every month from 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. ET 
Click here to view upcoming webinars. 

EPA Tools & Resources Webinar - Collaborating with our State Partners on Disaster Resiliency Planning
Wednesday, November 19th 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. ET
Click here to register

Burn Wise Program has been Sunsetted
As the EPA sunsets the Burn Wise Program, EPA remains committed to supporting efforts to ensure 
everyone has access to clean air. Resources previously developed under Burn Wise will remain accessible on 
EPA’s website. EPA’s Office of Radiation and Indoor Air will provide support for Tribal focused and indoor air 
woodstove program initiatives. 

The Office of Air and Radiation’s Reorganization 
OAR’s reorganization is now in effect. Two new offices have been created. The Office of Clean Air Programs, 
which will focus on fulfilling our regulatory mandates under the Clean Air Act and the American Innovation 
and Manufacturing Act, including statutory requirements for stationary sources, air quality standards, ozone 
depleting substances, and hydrofluorocarbons; and the Office of State Air Partnerships (OSAP), which will 
support the Clean Air Act’s cooperative federalism framework for national air quality management through 
policy and strategy development, and through service support to state, local and tribal governments, and EPA’s 
Regional Offices.   
 
The Office of Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ), the Office of Radiation and Indoor Air (ORIA) and the 
Immediate Office have made changes as well. Please see the below link for updated organizational information.
About the Office of Air and Radiation | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/tribal-air/tribal-actions-and-events-calendar
https://www.epa.gov/research-states/epa-tools-and-resources-training-webinar-series
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_OybeDI-JQBqbZ4xxvXMsPA?tk=3CitBS3Enz5xi47DS-a-8vVEhm9_u4OnYDv1mFbsugU.DQkAAAAAYIKthxZDZWs1WXdPRVFVNnlFeVpKR2dSUWNRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA#/detail
https://www.epa.gov/burnwise
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-air-and-radiation
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-air-and-radiation


OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Alliance for Green Heat Firewood Bank Funding
The USDA Forest Service has awarded AGH $1.4 million to carry out the fourth year of the Firewood Bank As-
sistance Program. This year, grants will be up to $50,000 to enable programs to acquire more wood and larger 
processing equipment. Many different types of organizations can apply including: Tribes, non-profits (501(c)(3)), 
volunteer groups/clubs, faith-based or mutual aid organizations, and state or local governments. Click here for 
more information.  

Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG)
Every month, the Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG) hosts drop-in sessions to 
bring together experts and practioners on all things data to share information, answer 
questions, and build connections across the Exchange Network. Each month offers a 
variety of specialized breakout rooms - led by volunteers - to cover different topics 
depending on attendees’ interests and expertise. 

To attend an upcoming Tribal Data Drop-In session, please register in advance using the link below. The next 
Drop-In will be held on November 20th from 10am-11:30am Pacific. We hope to see you there!
Click here to register

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
The National Academies advance the conversation around critical issues 
facing the U.S. and the world, gathering leading thinkers to share the latest 
research and explore new ideas and solutions.
Click here to view the schedule 

USAsthma Summit
Free event in Orlando, FL. Presenters and attendees discuss current and emerging asthma issues, advance 
guidelines-based asthma care, and discuss best practices and lessons learned from U.S. community asthma 
programs. Friday, November 7th

Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) North America 46th Annual Meeting
Portland, OR Oregon Convention Center
Sunday, November 16th - Thursday, November 20th, 2025
Click here to register

11th International Fire Ecology and Management Congress
New Orleans, LA
Tuesday, December 2nd - Saturday, December 6th 2025 
This event will include workshops, field trips, and 3 full days of presentations, discussion groups, and networking 
opportunities. Click here to register. 

Environmental Law Institute
Click here to view ELI’s Calendar of seminars, courses & special events

National Association of Clean Air Agencies
Click here for the Week in Review Washington Update 


