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NTAA would like to announce our new Director, Nikki Cooley:
My name is Nikki Cooley and I am Diné. I am of the Towering House People, born for my 
father’s people, the Reed People, maternal grandfathers are from the Water that Flows 
Together People, and paternal grandfathers are from the Manygoats people. I grew up in 
Blue Gap and Shonto, which are two small communities on the Diné Nation. I started off 
as a student worker for ITEP while in college and eventually convinced them to hire me in 
2015. Along with my amazing colleague, Karen Cozzetto, I have and still oversee the Tribal 
Wellbeing for Seven Generations Program (formerly the climate program) with an amazing 
team that has allowed me to focus on serving in the capacity of the ITEP Director since 
mid-October 2025. 
I was fortunate to grow up with a wealth of knowledge holders that taught me stories, 
lessons, songs and prayers about caring for Mother Earth. I am proud to have grown 
up knowing how to herd sheep, ride horses, grow corn and squash, speak my Diné 
language which led me to live many lives including being a wild land firefighter, researcher, 
commercial river guide, and working with the younger generation. From a very young age, 
I knew I would live a life that strived to care for our Earth, non-human relatives and the universe. I grew up watching family 
members suffer from, what I now know was poor air quality - indoors and outdoors. After 30+ years of working for a coal 
company, a family member’s ever persistent cough went away after a year of retirement. I am all too familiar with the impacts 
of living in communities that are down wind from larger urban communities or forested areas prone to air pollution. When I 
came on board in 2015, I learned about the work of the NTAA and how Tribes benefit. I believe they can only grow stronger and 
more impactful through the collaborative efforts of the Executive Committee, who volunteer their time, and the ITEP staff. We 
cannot do this work alone and with increasing impacts from environmental threats, it is so important we work together so that 
our communities can continue to thrive. We do it for our next seven generations of leaders and our non-human relatives who 
should also live in a healthy and flourishing environment. With the trust and experience ITEP has cultivated for 33 years, we will 
move boldly forward - creating a legacy that endures for the next seven generations. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577885037993
http://www.ntaatribalair.org
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/listsrv/frm_NTAA/
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/About/itep_Newsletters#ntaa


FEATURE ARTICLE
Overview of NTAA’s PFAS Webinar: PFAS in the Air: Understanding the Risks and Tribal Responses
Written by NTAA Staff

On November 19th, the NTAA hosted a webinar addressing one of today’s most pressing environmental 
challenges: per-polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) - commonly known as “forever chemicals.” These man-made 
compounds, used in everyday products like non-stick cookware, stain-resistant fabrics, and firefighting foam, 
have become pervasive in our environment and pose significant health risks. 

What Are PFAS and Why Do They Matter? 

PFAS are highly stable chemicals that do not break down easily, allowing them to persist in soil, water, and even 
human bodies for decades. Exposure has been linked to: 

•	 Reproductive and developental issues
•	 Increased cancer risks (kidney, liver, testicular)
•	 Immune system suppression and reduced vaccine effectiveness
•	 Hormonal disruption and elevated cholesterol levels

Airborne PFAS: An Emerging Concern

While most research has focused on PFAS in water, the webinar highlighted growing evidence of airborne PFAS 
emissions from chemical plants, incinerators, and manufacturing facilities. These emissions can settle on soil and 
crops, contaminate water sources, and enter food chains. Inhalation pathways remain poorly understood, 
underscoring the need for more monitoring and research. 

Current Management and Challenges

EPA’s interim guidance recommends: 
•	 Hazardous waste landfills for high concentration PFAS materials
•	 Class I injection wells for liquid waste isolation
•	 Thermal treatment under strict conditions for destruction

However, uncertainties remain about the effectiveness of incineration and potential harmful byproducts. 

Case Study: Chemours and Community Action

The presentation examined the Chemours Washington Works facility in West Virginia, a focal point for PFAS 
litigation and regulatory enforcement. Despite Clean Water Act permits, repeated violations led to a U.S. District 
Court injunction in August 2025, halting unlawful discharges. The case illustrates both the persistence of PFAS 
pollution and the power of citizen action under federal law. 

Monitoring and Tribal Engagement

The National Atmospheric Deposition Program (NADP) is expanding PFAS monitoring in precipitation, with over 
16 sites currently active and plans for more - including Tribal locations. This effort aims to close data gaps and 
inform strategies for reducing exposure. 



Tribal Initiatives: Protecting Waterways and Fisheries

The Sipayik Environmental Department shared its ongoing research on PFAS contamination in the Skutik 
River and Passamaquoddy Bay. Projects include sampling water, sediment, and fish tissue to assess health 
risks and guide community engagement. These studies are vital for safeguarding 
subsistence fisheries and cultural resources. 

Why it Matters: 

PFAS contamination is not just an environmental issue - it’s a public health and sovereignty concern. Tribes 
are leading efforts to monitor, mitigate, and advocate for stronger protections. 

Want to learn more or get involved? Visit NADP PFAS Sub-Network or contact David Gay 
(dgay2@wisc.edu) for monitoring opportunities. 



NTAA ANNOUNCEMENTS
NTFAQ Save the Date and Call for Proposals

Policy Resource Kits
NTAA drafted a Policy Resource Kit (PRK) for EPA’s Regional Haze State Plan Requirements Rule Revision. 
NTAA’s PRKs can be viewed on the Policy Resource Kit page on our website, under “Other NTAA Policy 
Resources.” 

STAR Case Studies 
We are looking for case studies and photos of Tribal Air Programs to highlight. Please email
Marty.Johnson@nau.edu if you are interested in submitting something for the report.   

Webinar on the Tribal Reserve Rule
Clearing the Air: Understanding the threat of PFAS in Tribal Communities
Tuesday, December 9th, 2025  
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mountain Standard Time
Registration Link        

Workgroups

	 Wildfire/Woodsmoke Working Group
	 Thursday, January 8th, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. MST
	 Zoom Link

             Office Hours with the PAC
	  Wednesday, January 14th, 2025 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST
	  Zoom Link

               EPA Air Policy Call
	  Thursday, January 22nd, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST
	  Zoom Link

https://www.ntaatribalair.org/policy-resource-kits/
mailto:Marty.Johnson%40nau.edu?subject=
https://nau.zoom.us/meeting/register/NqEmxG-1Rzy9kZs9QhBjqA#/registration
https://nau.zoom.us/j/87997944373?pwd=Atebb6VLyhgxBWvO7IzoeIdbBw5Nt4.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/89654152145?pwd=u6DYbO32ckMkp7wyt6xUBGaKw3esNg.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/88229457718?pwd=EH8abvZAoaEUDfRl6uO1fZmfXvuMgb.1&from=addon
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1P3JO4WLEwvVlA5PfvKPlyJnTBGWlLw-zAJg-ltO4OEV_RA/viewform


ITEP/TAMS UPDATES

AIAQTP & TAMS Office Hours:
Click here to join AIAQTP & TAMS office hours. Each month ITEP, EPA, and Tribes will host a rotating 
schedule of office hours. Please join a lively discussion and ask questions about Grants, Indoor Air Quality, and 
the TAMS Center. Click the link above to see the Office Hours Schedule.

Tribals Air Monitoring Support Center (TAMS)

Oh QAPP Office Hours
TAMS Staff will be live EACH Thursday to discuss issues 
related to QAPPS, QREST and Data Management. 
Every Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST
Link Meeting ID: 865 1626 9184

Introduction to Tribal Air Quality
TAMS Center Las Vegas, NV
January 27-30th, 2026
The main objective for this course is to develop a basic understanding of air 
quality, including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulatory 
framework and beyond. Develop or improve a tribal air quality program plan and 
identify resources (financial and informational) to implement the program.
This course is FREE to selected participants. Additional support for lodging and 
a limited number of travel scholarships are provided (see below for additional 
details). Applicants will be notified of their acceptance via email by Wednesday, 
December 10th. Those accepted to participate in the course will need to respond 
by Friday, December 12th.
If you have questions, please contact Christal.Black@nau.edu
Apply now

Tribal Energy Planning and Efficiency Cohort
The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) and the 
Tribal Energy and Climate Collaborative (TECC) invite Tribal leaders, 
community members, environmental professionals, and Knowledge 
Holders from across California to join our newest cohort! 
Participants in this 6-month virtual learning experience (January–June 
2026) can expect to begin developing Tribally self-determined strate-
gic energy plans and exploring energy efficiency measures.
What to Expect:
•	 Interactive Zoom sessions (1.5 hrs, every two weeks)
•	 Peer-to-peer learning and Tribal case studies
•	 Presentations from energy experts
•	 One-on-one technical assistance from ITEP & TECC staff
•	 A spring in-person retreat in California
Open to all California Tribes (regardless of recognition status) and 
employees of Tribally affiliated non-profits.
Click here to register: 
Registration closes December 12, 2025

https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Training/AIAQTP_TAMS
https://nau.zoom.us/j/86516269184?pwd=wjWyz3pRa1ULUKWRTfbAavyIMjtzQL.1#s
https://forms.gle/Q8AgYtgzDpXo5DTQ8
https://lnkd.in/gxV6bXXg


EPA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Signed Regulatory Actions Related to Iron/Steel and Oil and Gas

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP): Integrated Iron and Steel 
Manufacturing Facilities: Final Interim Final Rule:
 
On November 26, 2025, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) took final action on the agency’s July 
2025 Interim Final Rule (IFR) to amend provisions implementing compliance deadlines for the National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for Integrated Iron and Steel Manufacturing 
Facilities under 40 CFR part 63, subpart FFFFF. To download a copy of the final action and view EPA’s fact 
sheet on the final action, please visit the website.
 
Final Extension of Deadlines in Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources 
and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil and Natural Gas Sector Climate Review
 
On November 26, 2025, U.S. EPA finalized the July 2025 interim final rule (IFR) extending several compliance 
deadlines in the 2024 New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) and Emissions Guidelines for oil and natural 
gas operations – commonly known as OOOOb/c. 
 
In addition to finalizing the July 2025 IFR, EPA also extended the deadline for net heating value (NHV) 
continuous monitoring requirements and alternative performance test (sampling demonstration) option for 
flares and enclosed combustion devices (ECDs) by 180 days. These changes do not alter any provisions  
specifying the annual compliance period. This action included a response to all public comments received on 
the July 2025 interim final rule, including testimonies from the September 2, 2025, public hearing.

To read the interim final rule and related materials, visit EPA’s website for the oil and natural gas rules.
 

Wildfire Smoke and your Patients’ Health 
Learn about the health effects associated with wildfire smoke and actions for patients to take before and 
during a wildfire to reduce exposure. The course is intended for physicians, registered nurses, asthma educators 
and others involved in clinical or health education. Click here to access the course. 

EPA Tribal Actions and Events Calendar
The calendar includes the following information: 
•	 Upcoming outreach activities (e.g. rulemaking webinars, trainings)
•	 National Tribal Council (NTC) monthly meetings
•	 National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) meetings
•	 Upcoming regulatory dates (e.g. expected rule proposal dates)
•	 Previous Trainings and Webinars			

EPA Tools and Resources Webinar Series - 6PPD and 6PPD -quinone
Wednesday, December 17th 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. ET
Click here to register
Free webinars typcially held the third Wednesday of every month from 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. ET 

https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/integrated-iron-and-steel-manufacturing-national-emission
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-operations/2025-interim-final-rule-extend-compliance
https://www.epa.gov/wildfire-smoke-course
https://www.epa.gov/tribal-air/tribal-actions-and-events-calendar
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/5917645938454/WN_9_84WRFGSdGxGy0aRGVKmw#/registration


OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Go Green Initiative Grant Opportunity
The mission of Go Green is to protect children’s health from environmental toxins and conserve natural 
resources for future generations. Funds will go to improving indoor air quality in schools and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in low-income and Tribal school districts throughout all fifsty states and U.S. 
Territories. Up to $45,000 in grant funding and IAQ monitors to enact IAQ Management Plans. Cohort 2 
Applications are due February 27, 2026. 
Click here to apply.

Science, Values, & Trust: Improving How We Communicate in Health Policy
National Academy of Medicine. Explore how values and uncertainty intersect in both science and policy and how 
transparency and humility can strengthen trust in both. 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. PT
Click here to register

Why Indoor Chemistry Matters:  Past as prologue while looking to the future of indoor chemistry research. 
National Academies Webinar. Explore future possibilities and potential pathways for indoor chemistry research, 
and discuss why it matters to human health.
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. PT
Click here to register

“Do You Hear What I Hear?” A Sensory Portrait of Wildland Fire - Panel discussion from the Southern Fire 
Exchange. What is creating the crackling sound we hear when vegetation burns? What is that sound really telling 
us about the exchange between vegetation and fire? What sounds are involved that lead to a safe or unsettling 
feeling when around wildland fire? 
Thursday, December 11, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. PT
Click here to register

Plan, Predict, and Burn: The New Prescribed Burn Planner Webinar hosted by Tall Timbers, Southern Fire 
Exchange, University of Florida IFAS, and Joint Fire Science Program. Join Karen Cummins and Dr. Holly Nowell 
from Tall Timbers as they demonstrate the new capabilities of the PBP tool version 2.
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Pacific
Click here to register

Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG)
Every month, the Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG) hosts drop-in sessions to bring together experts and 
practioners on all things data to share information, answer 
questions, and build connections across the Exchange Network. 
The next Drop-In will be held on December 18th from 10:00am-11:30am Pacific. 
We hope to see you there!
Click here to register

Environmental Law Institute
Click here to view ELI’s Calendar of seminars, courses & special events

National Association of Clean Air Agencies
Click here for the Week in Review Washington Update 

https://nsba.org/resources/resources-for-school-board-members/iaq-assessment
https://nam.edu/event/improving-trust-health-science-communication/?utm_source=National+Academy+of+Medicine&utm_campaign=dfc0c3ff46-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_30_02_14_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-ca1daca6d2-464189764
https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/DELS-BCST-19-10/event/45989
https://www.fuelingcollab.com/episode-6-2
https://ufl.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oN6OR-_YTwCnWeUXxQQluw#/registration
https://nau.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpf-ysrDgiHdcuGCDGWHoNlvboco-1kjI5#/registration
https://www.eli.org/events-calendar
https://www.4cleanair.org/newsletter/november-29-december-5-2025/

