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Happy New Year! My name is Lisa Gover, and I am Pawnee and 
Comanche. I am the Director of the Department of Environmental 
Quality at Gila River Indian Community. I was inspired by my mother’s 
work with Tribes addressing uranium mine pollution, which sparked my 
interest early on. I became much more interested as I went through 
undergrad and law school (University of New Mexico - both). I intended 
to be an environmental litigator with an environmental public 
interest law firm but decided it would be better for my family to have a 
less stressful job. 

Working as an environmental professional can be rewarding, especially 
working with federal or state officials who are willing to make good environmental protection decisions. For 
example, I recently worked with Department of Environmental Quality Program Managers, gaining legal support 
to engage regularly with the State of Arizona. We were able to work towards mutually beneficial water quality 
protections. On the flip side, it can be very challenging working with federal officials who are not willing to make 
good environmental protection decisions. 

I came to serve as the Region 9 Alternate to the NTAA Executive Committee to support the Chair and promote 
the regulatory issues that affect the Gila River Indian Community’s air quality. I don’t get to serve as closely on 
the EC as I would like because of the time constraints of running an agency. 

I believe it is important to provide the best possible information to the federal agencies we work with and to 
support Tribal government work to protect air quality and other environmental resources. 

My other interests revolve around family. I am lucky to have family and friends who are committed to supporting 
Tribal government work to protect air quality and other environmental resources.  

•	 ITEP/TAMS Announcements
•	 EPA Information
•	 Other Announcements
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FEATURE ARTICLE
Test for Radon but Be Cautious and Informed
Written by Janice Archuleta, Region 8 Primary

January is Radon Action Month. As Tribal Air Professionals, we will be receiving communications from 
organizations such as EPA, states, and private partners about the importance of testing and remediation. 
January is a prime choice for performing radon monitoring due to the fact that radon testing for short-term 
(2-4 day) requires that a house or building be closed during the entire testing period. This is termed “closed 
condition,” meaning that no windows are open and doors are only opened as needed for entry or exiting. This 
makes it convenient to test for radon during colder months when doors and windows are kept closed. 

Since the 1980’s when radon was recognized as a risk to human health, mainly as lung 
cancer, scientists and manufacturers have developed a number of testing devices. The 
most common approved devices are charcoal radon kits or canisters, electret systems, 
and continuous ion detectors. More recently, consumer digital radon monitors have 
become popular. These are usually plug-in or battery operated radon devices which 
have a display for instantaneous radon levels and able to give other averages as well. 
(A digital device photo is displayed in this article but only as an example and not as a 
recommendation for this brand). 

The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD), a partnership of 
state and local government (including Tribes) dedicated to radiation protection, 
released a document on consumer digital radon monitors in 2025. Though these 
devices have not been approved for radon measurements, they are affordable, easy to 
use, and most offer Bluetooth for connecting to smart devices. The digital monitors are 

beneficial because they provide useful information real-time on a home’s radon level, but caution is warranted by 
the CRCPD. Their organization makes an appeal that they are not to be confused with the approved devices and 
offer this advisory:

•	 Consumer Digital Radon Monitors are NOT for testing during real estate transactions.
•	 Consumer Digital Radon Monitors are NOT for making radon mitigation decisions.

The entire 2-page document can be found here:
(Advisory: Radon Testing with Consumer Digital Radon 
Monitors)

For Radon Action Month, we do what we can to inform the 
Tribal constituency on radon risks, and some of us perform 
radon monitoring, but making sure we are informed is essen-
tial. For additional information on radon and testing: 
•	 EPA Radon Health Risk  
•	 ALA Radon and Indoor Air Pollutants
•	 State radon programs have excellent information
•	 ITEP’s Indoor Air Program 
itep@nau.edu or Mansel.Nelson@nau.edu

 

https://crcpd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/25-4-Radon-Testing-with-CDRMs-Revised-1.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/indoor-air/indoor-air-pollutants/radon


NTAA ANNOUNCEMENTS
NTFAQ 

 NTAA Workgroups

	 Wildfire/Woodsmoke Working Group
	 Thursday, January 8th, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. MST
	 Zoom Link

             Office Hours with the PAC
	  Wednesday, January 14th, 2025 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST
	  Zoom Link

               EPA Air Policy Call
	  Thursday, January 22nd, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. MST
              Zoom Link
	  

	 	

Policy Resource Kits
NTAA recently drafted a comment letter on the Department of Transportation’s proposal to roll back Corporate 
Average Fuel Economy Standards (CAFE) and will soon be available on our website. In December, NTAA drafted 
a comment letter on the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs’ (OIRA) October 21, 2025 Memorandum 
on “Streamlining the Review of Deregulatory Actions” that could potentially reduce opportunities for Tribal 
consultation and other Tribal input into the EPA’s proposed regulations. NTAA’s PRKs can be viewed on the 
Policy Resource Kit page on our website, under “Other NTAA Policy Resources.” 

STAR Case Studies
We are looking for case studies and photos of Tribal Air Programs to highlight. Please email 
Marty.Johnson@nau.edu if you are interested in submitting for the report. 

https://nau.zoom.us/j/87997944373?pwd=Atebb6VLyhgxBWvO7IzoeIdbBw5Nt4.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/89654152145?pwd=u6DYbO32ckMkp7wyt6xUBGaKw3esNg.1&jst=1
https://nau.zoom.us/j/88229457718?pwd=EH8abvZAoaEUDfRl6uO1fZmfXvuMgb.1&from=addon
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1P3JO4WLEwvVlA5PfvKPlyJnTBGWlLw-zAJg-ltO4OEV_RA/viewform


ITEP/TAMS UPDATES

AIAQTP & TAMS Office Hours:
Click here to join AIAQTP & TAMS office hours. Each month ITEP, EPA, and Tribes will host a rotating 
schedule of office hours. Please join a lively discussion and ask questions about Grants, Indoor Air Quality, and 
the TAMS Center. Click the link above to see the Office Hours Schedule.

Tribal Air Monitoring Support Center (TAMS)

Oh QAPP Office Hours
TAMS Staff will be live EACH Thursday to discuss issues 
related to QAPPS, QREST and Data Management. 
Every Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST
Link Meeting ID: 865 1626 9184

Summer 2026 ITEP Internship Applications
We are excited to announce that the Summer 2026 ITEP Internship 
Applications are now available! All applications are due on January 31st, 
2026. All internship opportunities are full-time paid positions during the 
summer of 2026. If an intern is relocating for a position, housing and travel 
costs are provided. Click the flyer for more 

Caring for Our Relatives Office Hours
The Caring for Our Relatives Program is excited to announce a new way to connect. Quick, informal, monthly, 
1-hour sessions to support all aspects of 
ecological resilience projects - drop in with your questions and ideas.
We’ll have staff on-hand for guidance on funding opportunities, proposal writing, and more. Every 4th 
Wednesday of the month at (7:30 AM HST/9:30 AM AKDT/10:30 AM PDT/11:30 AM MDT/12:30 
CDT/1:30 EDT) Click here to register. 

Air Monitoring Project Planning & Development 
Course Dates: February 24-26, 2026
In-Person Course: TAMS Center, Las Vegas, NV
Application Due Date: Friday, January 20th, 2026
Click here for more information and to apply.

https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Training/AIAQTP_TAMS
https://nau.zoom.us/j/86516269184?pwd=wjWyz3pRa1ULUKWRTfbAavyIMjtzQL.1#s
https://itep.nau.edu/internships/
https://nau.zoom.us/meeting/register/V3YapOWeT-GmlASyKajDgg?_x_zm_rtaid=fdrSqIaTRZelgPIC0GGOpA.1767664104567.9401aec12a0061dcb4bfae4b4f63c383&_x_zm_rhtaid=524#/registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-MB9ELgPhhKiF37zdMLOW_PXzgCCbOfzetugZeUUwQ7eULw/viewform


EPA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Revocation of the MM2A Rule
On January 2, 2026, EPA signed the Congressional Review Act Revocation of the final MM2A rule. The 2024 
Major Source to Area Source (MM2A) rule had added restrictions for persistent hazardous air pollutants 
(HAPs) to the Trump-era MM2A rule that ended the “Once In, Always In” policy. This disapproval, signed into 
law, nullified the Biden-era restrictions, leaving the original Trump MM2A rule in place without those added 
limitations and preventing the EPA from issuing similar rules without new congressional approval. Click here 
and here for more information. 
 
Extension of the State Implementation Plan: Due Date for the Regional Haze Third Implementation Period
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is finalizing revisions to the Regional Haze Rule (RHR) under the 
Clean Air Act (CAA) to change the due date for the next round of State Implementation Plans (SIPs) for the 
third implementation period from July 31, 2028, to July 31, 2031. Under the RHR, States must submit plans 
to protect visibility in mandatory Class I Federal areas to make reasonable progress towards the national goal 
of preventing any future, and remedying any existing, impairment of visibility in Class I areas. This final rule is 
effective on March 9, 2026. 

CAFE Rollback Comments due January 20, 2026
Click here to comment 

EPA Proposes to Remove Butoxyethyle Benzoate (2-BEB) from Clean Air Act List of Hazardous Air 
Pollutants
EPA has made an initial determination that there is adequate data on the health and environmental effects of 
2-BEB to determine that emissions, ambient concentrations, bioaccumulation, or deposition of 2-BEB may not 
reasonably be anticipated to cause adverse human health or environmental effects. This action includes a 
detailed rationale for granting the petition to delete 2-BEB from the glycol ethers category of HAP under 
section 112(b)(1) list of HAP. If, after opportunity for public comment and review of those comments, EPA 
makes the final determination to grant the petition, then 2-BEB will be deleted from the list of HAP in the 
same action. Proposed Rule. Comments must be received on or before February 20, 2026. 		

EPA Tools and Resources Webinar 
Series - Lead (Pb) Overview & Data Mapping 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET
Click here to register
Free webinars typically held the third Wednesday of every month from 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET

EPA Tribal Actions and Events Calendar
The calendar includes the following information: 
•	 Upcoming outreach activities (e.g. rulemaking webinars, trainings)
•	 National Tribal Council (NTC) monthly meetings
•	 National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) meetings
•	 Upcoming regulatory dates (e.g. expected rule proposal dates)

https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/reclassification-major-sources-area-sources-under-section-112?fbclid=IwY2xjawPJYKNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFxUWI0bGN6aWRXUW54Skkyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqX1Bsm50j6UVzFZMfFsDt0qGqB_8PMKD-BW3mDRJ-bUfCnpGaRc9rAWEaVA_aem_dxetvm-Q3eYyaNWDiAAdEA
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/02/2025-24202/congressional-review-act-revocation-of-2024-review-of-final-rule-reclassification-of-major-sources?fbclid=IwY2xjawPJYNdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFxUWI0bGN6aWRXUW54Skkyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjy8G8147QGkF-dSkMWZkcwQe2_EI_hC481rYJIMYnd8B0Hm3thWvoE1EVTY_aem_KRb6LSTfD-nDfQJHOgHcgw
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/06/2026-00003/extension-of-the-state-implementation-plan-due-date-for-the-regional-haze-third-implementation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/05/2025-22014/the-safer-affordable-fuel-efficient-safe-vehicles-rule-iii-for-model-years-2022-to-2031-passenger
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/22/2025-23566/petition-to-delist-hazardous-air-pollutant-2-butoxyethyl-benzoate-2-beb
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_LleSd-uzQt63Q8Gp_aAQWQ#/registration
https://www.epa.gov/tribal-air/tribal-actions-and-events-calendar


OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Go Green Initiative Grant Opportunity
The mission of Go Green is to protect children’s health from environmental toxins and conserve natural 
resources for future generations. Funds will go to improving indoor air quality in schools and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in low-income and Tribal school districts throughout all fifsty states and U.S. 
Territories. Up to $45,000 in grant funding and IAQ monitors to enact IAQ Management Plans. Cohort 2 
Applications are due February 27, 2026. 
Click here to apply.

Bridging AI & Earth Systems Forecasting Applications
The National Academies are hosting a fourth and final webinar in 
our four-part series on AI for Weather and Climate Forecasting.  
The webinar will bring together end users of AI-enhanced weather and systems forecasting to discuss the 
trustworthiness of AI models and whether they can help improve transparency and access to climate and 
weather data. Thursday, January 8, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. PT
Click here to register. 

Accelerating Climate Progress with AI: From Science to Action
The National Academies are hosting a workshop that will explore innovative ways that AI can enhance climate 
science and support decision-making for resilience and mitigation. The workshop will identify critical applications 
where AI can inform climate action at speed and scale, consider how AI’s broader societal impacts affect ap-
proaches for addressing climate change, and provide a forum for cross-sectoral dialogue. 
January 13 - 14, 2026
Click here for more information

Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG)
An Introduction to the Tribal Exchange Network Group (TXG)
Join for a brief overview of the TXG, introduction to its activities, and Q&A 
with TXG members. 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Pacific
Click here to register

NOAA Air Quality Forecasters Focus Group Workshop 
Hosted by the National Air Quality Forecast Capability program, created by the National Weather Service. The 
objectives of this workshop is to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the AQ model output as real-time 
forecast guidance, examine current model development and research initiatives, and use forecaster feedback to 
identify gaps and/or misalignment between model performance, R&D initiatives, and forecasters’ needs.
January 15-16, 2026
Click here for more information 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies
Click here for the Week in Review Washington Update 

https://nsba.org/resources/resources-for-school-board-members/iaq-assessment
https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/DEPS-BEES-25-P-678/event/46185?utm_campaign=31341948-Centers%20Communications&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9_buPuSaiu4mjT3_rI1d2fkS8A7-gy38GBdudWeC_Zy2jvcmwy6M4fetLnJm2t87o207cAJ22Kp64g1wf8t3rjcSLSxg&_hsmi=395898979&utm_content=395898979&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/DEPS-BEES-25-03/event/45916
https://nau.zoom.us/meeting/register/Vz90AFDyQHKauZzIYu5eoA#/registration
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/osti-modeling/workshops/2025/aq-forecasters


OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS cont. 

Storms and Strategy: Understanding the Impacts of Hurricanes on Wildland and Prescribed Fire in the 
Southeast
Will discuss the relationship between hurricanes and wildland fire. Scientists, land managers, and fire praction-
ers will share how storm events affect prescribes fire planning, post-storm fire behavior, and ecosystems. Case 
studies from the Appalachians. From USDA - FS and the Joint Fire Science Program. 
Thursday, January 15, 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. PT
Click here to register

CHE Café: How states can lead on environmental health
This webinar from Collaborative for Health & Environment features author Susan Kaplan, an environmental 
health lawyer and professor whose experience spans federal and state government and academia. She will 
describe leading state environmental health policies and what other states can learn from them. 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 11:00 a.m. PT
Click here to register

Beyond Education: Overcoming Psychological Barriers to Behavior Change
From WA Shoreline & Coastal Planners Group will be recorded. Will examine why education usually does not 
translate into behavior change and communication approaches that can improve education-focused behavior 
change approaches. Draws on findings from Bridging Policy and Public Perception: Effective Communication of 
Shoreline Armoring Trade-offs in Coastal Communities. 
Friday, January 23, 2026, 10:00 a.m. PT
Click here to register

Environmental Law Institute
Click here to view ELI’s Calendar of seminars, courses & special events

	 An Action Plan for Community-Level Preparedness for Increasingly Severe Weather

Drexel University’s The Environmental Collaboratory recently released a report that outlines the 	
challenges communities face during extreme weather events and provides actionable guidance for 
preparedness and recovery. Join us for a conversation with the lead author of the report and two state    
environmental commissioners that will focus on moving beyond fragmented, reactive systems toward 
coordinated, just, and resilient preparedness. Speakers will discuss how to cultivate resilience and center 	
the voices closest to the risks of increasingly severe weather.
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 12:00 p.m. -1:30 p.m. ET
Click here to register

Energy Governance Intensive
An Educational Convening for Practitioners
This event is in person only in San Francisco, CA.
January 27, 2026 9:00 a.m. - January 28, 2026 4:30 p.m. 
Click here to register

https://www.fuelingcollab.com/episode-6-3
https://oregonstate.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25dff672dc23b01a203d2e686&id=0211ac3ece&e=e34fa3a281
https://washington.zoom.us/meeting/register/0Mpel_vST4-7elXmH3IrOA#/registration
https://www.eli.org/events-calendar
https://www.eli.org/events/action-plan-community-level-preparedness-increasingly-severe-weather
https://www.eli.org/events/energy-governance-intensive

